Constructive alignment

Curriculum/Programme design



What is it?

* Constructive = students construct meaning through relevant
activities

* Alignment = setting up a learning environment that supports the use
of appropriate learning activities to meet intended outcomes.



Why is it important?

e Can serve as a roadmap for the educator

* Highlights the level of understanding we expect our students to
achieve.

* Ensures that we are assessing what we expected the students to
learn.



What does it look like?

Discuss the concept of constructive 1. Lecture on constructive Written report on:
alignment within an existing alignment. 1. Current context
curriculum. 2. Group discussion on current 2. Current alignment
context and curriculum design. 3. Recommendations for
3. Individual reflection on where improvement of constructive
alignment is lacking and why a alignment.
change is needed. 4. Recommendations for

resources required to achieve
constructive alignment.



Additional concepts

e Qutcomes: (course level)
 Skills, knowledge and abilities that students will have gained from taking your
course. They should be clearly stated expectations of performance.
* Activities:
* Planned opportunities for students to interact with content and their
environment to facilitate learning of a specific topic or concept.
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Designing, constructing, planning,
producing, inventing, devising, making,
programming, filming, animating, blogging
video blegging, mixing, re-mixing, wiki-ing,
publishing, videocasting, podcasting,
directing, broadcasting

Checking, hypothesising, critiquing,
Experimenting, judging, testing, Detecting,

reviewing, posting, moderating, collaborating,
networking, refactoring, testing.

Comparing, organising, deconstructing
Attributing, outlining, finding, structuring,
integrating, mashing, linking, validating,
reverse engineering, cracking, media clipping

i
Implementing, carrying out, using,
executing, running, loading, playing
operating, hacking, uploading, sharing, editing
S,

ra
Interpreting, Summarising, inferring,
paraphrasing, classifying, comparing,
explaining, exemplifying, advanced searches,
Boolean searches, blog journaling, twittering,
catergorising, tagging, commenting, annotating
subscribing.
Y,

2
Recognising, Listing, Describing,

Identifying, Retrieving, Naming,

Locating, Finding, bullet pointing, highlighting

bookmarking, social networking, social

boakmarking, favouriting/local bookmarking,
searching, googling.
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Lower Order Thinking Skills

COMMUNICATION
SPECTRUM

Collaborating
Modarating
Negatiating

Debating
Commenting
Net meeting

Skyping

video conferencing
Reviewing

Questioning

Replying

Posting & Bloegging

Networking

Contributing

Chatting

a-mailing
Twittering/Microblogging

Instant messaging

Texting
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